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II.—Homer ADMINISTRATION. | 
(a)— Police. 


REFERRING to the Shambazar riot case, the Sudhakar, of the 27th 
November, says that the fact that the police 
oppressed innocent people clearly came to light in 
the course of the cross-examination of witnesses by 
the able counsel and pleaders for the defence. The Judge and the jury too 
understood this, and that is why only eight out of upwards of a hundred 
prisoners have been punished. ‘The oppression by the police extended even to 
passers-by, and the brutal and inhuman manner in which they at last treated 
the women of the bustee is indescribable. The inhuman conduct of the police 
towards the mother of the unfortunate Amir is inexpressible. Again, it was 
clearly proved in Court by the letter of the Chief Physician of the Medical 
College that the dying Mussulmans were brutally treated at the hospital by 
some of the police officers. In the course of the cross-examination many blunders 
committed by the police officers were brought to light, and they have had to 
suffer much on that account. The poor Mussulmans of Shambazar were 
not willing, nor were they py to pick a quarrel withthe police. And it 
was only religious frenzy, created by their fear that the musjid would be demolished, 
that led them to quarrel with the police. If the police had shown a little 
forbearance, the consequences would not have been so serious. The writer 


The police in the Shambazar riot 
case. , 


warmly thanks Mr. Kelleher and Mr. Rampini, who presided over the Alipore 


Sessions, for the impartial manner in which they have disposed of the cases, 
The Shambazar rioters were not, like the Benares rioters, backed by the 
nobility. It was a momentary outbrust of religious enthusiasm in a small 
number of Mussulman fanatics. ‘They were impelled by enthusiasm to run 
recklessly into this danger. It is no wonder that men devoted to their religion 
should do acts of violence when they fancy their religion is in danger. 
. 2, A correspondent of the Sanjivani, of the 28th November, says that on 
the 13th November last he requested the Sub- 
RS et ay aby Inspector of Dhonekhali thana, in the Hughli 
district, to remove a helpless man suffering from 
sores to the Hughli hospital. The Sub-Inspector promised that he would do 
this on the following day. But on the following day he summoned the 
correspondent before him, and told him that it would be better, for reasons stated 
by him, to send the man to hospital two days after. But he suddenly changed 
his mind and said loudly:—“'The man must be sent to hospital to-day, or the 
people of this place (meaning the correspondent) will begin barking.” 


(b)\— Working of the Courts. 


8. The Sansodhini, of the 2Uth November, says that the Chittagong 
Sessions have opened, and it is rumoured that the 
| Sessions Judge did not attend Court on Tuesday 
last. ‘There must have been good reasons for hisabsence, but it should be at the 
same time observed that interruption, even for a day, in the hearing of Sessions 
cases is productive of serious inconvenience. Onaccount of the Judge’s absence 
in the present instance, those who were in hajut had to undergo imprisonment 
for an_ additional day, and Government had to pay the allowances of. witnesses 
for an additional day. : 
4. The Sanjvant, of the 28th November, thinks that, instead of increasing 
en, ae the pensionable period of service of the High Court 
ee cr eee Judges, Government should curtail the long vacation 
in that Court. 


5. The same paper draws the attention of Mr. Phillips to the vagaries of 

oe , Babu Jagat Chandra Bose, the young Sub divisional 

he Subd l Off f : ’ young a 

Santen in the Mymensingh Officer of the Netrokona sub-division in the Mymen- 

district singh district, and requests the Chief Secretary to 

the Government of Bengal not to entrust young officers with the charge of sub- 

divisions till they have served for five or six years at the head-quarters of a 
district. | 


The Chittagong Sessions. 
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BANGAVasl, 


Nov. 28th, 1891. 


PRATIKAR, 
Nov. 20th, 1891. 


PRATIEKAR. 


SANSODHINI, 
Noy, 20th, 1891. 


SANSODHINI. 


SaNSODBINI. 


Som PRAKASH, 


Nov. 23rd, 1891, 
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6. The Bangavasi, of the 28th November, learns from newspaper reports 

7m, that the chief priest of the temple of Siva near the 
e Agra temple case. 

has fasted himself to death on hearing of the decision in the case of Radhakissen. 

The District Judge of Agra has dismissed the appeal against that decision 

without hearing the appellant’s pleader. | 


(d)—Lducation. 


7. Referring to the rule which the Calcutta University proposes to make 

to the effect that every class in a school containing 

more than my boys should he divided into sections, 

the Pratikar, of the 20th November, says that the proposal is on the whole a good 
one. It will be to the advantage of both teachers and boys. | 

8. ‘The same paper says that in order to secure the services of the passed 

students of the Medical College, Government has 


Crowded classes in schools. 


Conditions of medical education. 


any Government scholarship must give an. agreement to serve under Government 
for some time after they have completed their medical studies. It is not, however, 
desirable that such hard condiiions should be attached to scholarships. 
9. The Sansodhini, of the 20th November, says that henceforth recreation 
= a me . oa ae He — half-past-one - two, will be 
ecreation hour at the Chitta- allowed to the boys of the College and the Collegiate. 
aetna °° Chileans eh the ‘aalher Seat on 
approve of this for two reasons. His first reason is that during this recreation 
hour the boys will run about in the sun which will certainly tell upon their health ; 
and his second reason is that it will be another half-an-hour before teaching work 
can be again properly begun. Such a system is opposed to the nature and 
habits of the people of this place. 
10. The same paper says that the salaries of the Inspecting Pundits in 
Chittagong have not been paid for the last 4 or 5 
Coe tsPecting =Fundits of months. There is hardly a teacher who gets his 
ittagong. : 
salary regularly every month. Will there be no 
remedy for this ? It is to be hoped that the new Chairman of the District Board 
will take this matter into his kind consideration. | 
11. Referring to the article in the Sanjivani, of the 7th November, on the 
Text-Book Committee (R. N. P. for week ending 
14th November, 1891, paragraph 24), the Sansv- 
dhini, of the 20th November, observes as follows :—As we live far from Calcutta 
we have not the right to pass any opinion in the matter. But an impression 
has gained ground in the minds of the mofussil people that unless authors can 
go down to Calcutta to secure patronage for their books, there is little chance of 
their books being included in the list of text-books. Our country has not yet 
reached the stage in which an author can expect to recover his expenses of 
ublication by selling his book to the general body of readers in the country. 
Our authors have conseqpentty to look anxiously to the Text-Book Committee for 
patronage. Once arelation of ours made an atter pt at Calcutta to have his book 
selected as a text-book, and an influential officer of the Education Department 
hinted to him that he should have his book printed at the Hare Press. On hear: 
ing this, he boldly said—* I won’t print my book at the Hare Press simply to make 
matters smooth for myself in the matter of selection. I would much rather 
not have my book selected at all.” Since then four or five years have passed, 
but the’book, though very useful to school-boys, has not found a place in the 
list of text-books. ie 
- 12. The Som Prakash, of the 23rd November, refers to the simultaneous 
distribution of two different papers intended for 
the different days at the last B.L. Examination, and 


The Central Text-Book Committee. 


The last B.L. examination. 


observes as follows:— | 

The mistake was detected at the time of collecting the answer papers, but 
the Registrar said nothing then. On the following day he announced to the 
candidates, without one expression of regret for what had happened, that they 
would have again to answer questions on the subjects in which they had been 


bungalow of Mr. Finlay, Commissioner of Agra, 


ruled that all medical students who will be awarded 


oan ah tebe Ae oa ir» 
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examined the day.before. One does not know why such things happen, though 
the University has a well-paid European Registrar and a well paid staff of 
assistants. The writer has learnt on enquiry that many candidates could not 
in consequence of ill-health appear at the second day's examination, and will 


the University grant compensation to them for the loss which they have 
suffered in this way ? ! | ? 


13. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 24th November, is glad that the 

Sir Charles Elliott’s planof a Unequal results of the university examinations have 
permanent Board of University attracted the attention of the Lieutenant-Governor. 
ROMER The writer is at one with His Honour in thinking 
that this result is due to change of examiners year after year. But the remedy 
proposed by His Honour does not recommend itself to the writer. Some men 
are very hard examiners, while others are very liberal. The creation of a 
anent Board of Examiners, as proposed b His Honour, will therefore do 
more harm than good. The best thing sa be to select examiners for five 


years; for if, within that period, an examiner is found to be too hard or too 
fiberal, his place may be supplied by a less objectionable man. ee 


14. The same paper says that as men fit to teach zoology, botany, 

ee ase drawing, chemistry, &c., cannot be obtained in the 

gon subjects in the En- mofussil, the substitution of any two of the above 
ce Kxamination. ° ° | ; 

subjects for history and geography and the verna- 

cular languages at the Entrance Examination will not be likely to benefit the 


students or the country much. The proposal should be therefore thoroughly 


considered before it is given effect to. 
15. The Hindu Ranjika, of the 25th November, objects to the notice 


A treatise on self control bya 8sued by the Principal of the Rajshahye College, 


professor of the  Rajshahye requiring all students of the college and the school to 
College. purchase Babu Nilkantha Mazumdar’s small treatise 


on self-control. The objection is made on the following grounds:—The book 
treats of such matters as gratification of the senses, the sin involved in it, and. 


the cure for it. A small book treating of these matters is not likely to do any 
good to such among the students as are adults, whereas its perusal will necessa- 
rily suggest impure thoughts to boys of tender years who would never have 
thought of these things themselves. The teachers, too, will find themselves in 
a very awkward position in teaching the book to young students. It is hoped 
that Nilkantha Babu will carefully consider these objections and point them 
out to the Principal. : | 


16. The Sudhokar, of the 27th November, has the following remarks 


: - about a poetical compilation of Babu Dwarka Nath 
PT as | esc dng the Contra Ganguli, which has been included in the Central 
| Text-Book Committve’s list :— 

Certain expressions in one of the pieces in the compilation, applied to 
Mussulmans, are highly indecorous and cannot fail to give rise to race-feeling. 
Again, the selection of such a book as a text-book is very improper. The word 
Nere, as applied to a Mussulman, is a term of gross insult. Dwaske Babu is an 
aged and experienced man, and he knows this well. And yet he made use of 
the term. How could he shower abuse upon the Mussulmans at large? Again, 
by what superhuman power of reasoning did he come to the conclusion that it is 
the Nere peasant alone, and not his Hindu collaborateur, that drives his bullock 
homeward after his day’s labour ? 


17. A correspondent 4? me same paper says that the suggestions made by 
oulayi Abdul arim, Assistant Inspector of 

et Schools, for the educational ‘Tanase of the 
Mussulmans, are now under the consideration of Government. The Lieutenant- 
Governor has expressed himself in favour of the teaching of Bengali in the 
muktabs along with Persian and Urdu, and of granting aid to Mussulman 
students from the Mohsin Fund. The Mussulman community should now 
inform the Lieutenant-Governor and the Director of Public Instruction of the 
obstacles to their progress in education as well as of the means by which ‘théy 
may be removed. This is likely to do much good at present, edict 


BURDWAN SANJIVAN], 
Nov, 24th, 1891. 


BURDWAN SaNJIVANI. 


HINDU RaNnJika, 
Nov, 25th, 1891. 


SCDHAKAR, 
Noy. 27th, 1891. 


SUDHAKAR. 


8a NSODHINI, 
Nov. 27th, 1891. 


Samay, 
Nov. 27th, 1891, 


SaMAY. 


SANJIVANI, 
Noy. 28th, 1891. 
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18. The Sansodhini, of the 27th November, has the followmg on the 
| - Resolution of His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor 
on the subject of the abolition of zilla schools:— 
Nothing, however small or insignificant, eludes the 
eye of His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor. In His Honour’s administration 
no one can sit idly. Indeed, under the administration of Sir Charles Elliott, 
dead Bengal has received new life. The writer is glad to find His Honour’s 
attention drawn even to the question of the moral conduct of boys. His Honour 
is of opinion that the boys of Government schools are more depraved in their 
morals than the boys of private schools. But the writer cannot account for this 
belief of His Honour. ‘The writer thinks that in private schools, which are 
generally supported by schooling fees, less discipline is observed and greater 
indulgence is given to boys than in the Government schools. Consequently less 
attention is paid to the moral conduct of boys. Moreover, the salaries of the 
teachers in private schools are small and they have no future prospects to cheer 
them. It is only those who have no other alternative or those who are prepar- 
ing for any examination that accept service in private schools in the face of so 
many inconveniences, and that only for a shert time. Itis needlessto say that 
they are always busy with their own studies and cannot therefore pay. proper 
attention to the teaching of boys, and it 1s not exaggeration to say that it js 
impossible for them to look to their moral conduct. Under these circumstances, 
how can it be said that the boys of private schools are well disciplined? The 
fact is, in most cases, the teachers of Government schools, being certain about 
their pay, come what may to the boys, remain indifferent to their duties. 
Again, the Inspectors of Schools visit these institutions at long intervals, and 
when they do visit, their inspection consists im either. visiting the library or in 
givine to each class a problem to solve. For these reasons much disorder 
prevails in Government schools, but, compared with the disorder that prevails 
in private schools, it is not much. ‘The examination results of private schools 
are generally found to be satisfactory, but this is due to the existence of Gov- 
ernment schools. The status of a private school in a district is in proportion to 
the status of the local Government school. It is because the results of the 
Government schools at Burrisal, Mymensing and Comillah are satisfactory’ that 
the results of the private schools in those places are also satisfactory. The 
Chittagong Government school is comparatively a backward institution, and the 
private schools of tuat district are also backward in proportion. The boys of 
private schools often get much help from the notes which are given by the 
teachers of Government schools. In many cases the boys get help from each 
other. Surely great harm will be done to the country if His Honour, consider- 
ing the goodly sight which private schools now present, destroys the Govern- 
mentschools. The Banganivasi’s suggestion that Government should increase the 
income of the zilla schools by abolishing those established with a mercenary object 
is a good one. The measure will also check the spread of bad morals among boys. 
19. The Samay, of the 27th November, says that the enforcement of the 
The University rule against over. Yule.made by the University authorities restricting 
crowding in school classes. the number of pupils in each class in Entrance 
schools to 50 will have a salutary effect on the education of boys. | 
20. The same paper says that the official resolution ordering a separate 
Government and technical educae €Xamination, equivalent to the Entrance Examin- 
tion. ation of the Calcutta University, in which candi- 
dates will be examined only in physical geography, botany, and science, has 
very much disappointed the writer. The resolution shows that Government is 
unwilling to spend anything for technical education. Sir Alfred Croft’s proposal 
making the above subjects optional in the Entrance Examination aims at 
killing two birds with one stone. ~ 3 
21. The Sanjivani, of the 28th November, observes that Government seems 
to evince great interest in its reports and resolutions 
in the morality of native students, but it takes no 
practical steps to improve that morality. An association for the moral improve- 
ment of students has been formed in Calcutta by some of the Jeading men of 
the town, and the heads of almost all schools and colleges in Calcutta have joined 
it. But no improvement appears to have taken place in student morality. 
Those who have not learnt to respect women cannot have learnt good ncaa. 


The Lieutenant-Governor and 
the zilla schools. 


School-boy morality. 
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The other day the omnibus of .the-Victoria College broke down tiéar the «=~ : 
‘Metropolitan Institution. This compelled the girls to remain standing on the ~ 
‘street for some time, and the students of the institution jeered at them. If 
“Pandit. Iswar Chandra Vidyasagar had been living, he would have - probably 
‘whipped these bad boys out of his school. The Pandit ‘had great. respeet for 
‘women. Will not the authorities of the institution adequate y punish these 
‘students for their barbarous conduct? And will not the Director. of Public 
‘Instruction take any notice of it? If no notice is taken of this, it would be 
-well to withdraw the moral education circular. 
22. The Dacca Prakash, of the 29th November, says that the sons of Dacca Paaxasy, 
"5 iil ilies respectable people who were taught the work} of Nov. 29th, 1891. 
3 _ blacksmiths and- carpenters at the Dacca ‘Normal | 
‘School are now competing with the latter and snatching awuy the bread from 
their mouths. This only shows that technical education, in the way in which it 
is now given, will do mischief rather than good to the country. The country 
-will benefit if technical schools are established to teach people such arts and 
manufactures as are suited to the country, if, for instance, they are taught to 
manufacture Chinaware and to construct handles of umbrellas and tables, 
almirahs, boxes and other things which are now imported from abroad; other- 
wise no good will result from teaching sons of respectable classes the arts of 
the native artisans. | 
23. Acorrespondent of the same paper says that Babu Tarak Chunder Guha, Dacca Praxasu 
Some educational matters in the the Vice-Chairman of the Noakhali Municipality, | 
district of Noakhali. has acted very improperly by appointing Babu 
Durga Prasad Chakravarti, who is the second Pandit of the Jubilee Entrance 
School, and his brother Babu Krishna Kumar Chakravarti, who is a Pandit of 
the Dulal Bazar Middle English School, os examiners tor the lower primary 
examination, superseding the Head Pandits of the middle vernacular .'schools 
who are generally appointed to such examinerships. Clder men than the two 
named above, and men who were never before given examinerships, have not 
been selected rom because they have no interest with the Vice-Chairman. 
Grave charges are heard of against Babu Mahim Chunder Chakravarti, the 
present Deputy Inspector of Noakhali. He ought to take care in time.. 
- 24, The Gramvasi, of the 30th November, refers to Sir Alfred Croft’s — gnauvasr, 
Optional subjects in the Entrance proposal to make chemistry, drawing, physical Nov. 30th 1991. 
Examination. science, agriculture, &c., optional subjects in the 
Entrance Examination, and says that similar optional courses should be created 
for the F.A. and B.A. Examinations also. For otherwise it will be extremely 
difficult for those who will take optional subjects at the Entrance Examination 
to read history, Sanskrit, &c., at the higher examinations. Why not make two 
courses, @ science course and an art course at every examination? = .. . 7 
‘ 25. A correspondent of the Datuik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 2nd _painre-o-Samsoman 
"he Middle vernacular examina- December, com lains that.in the middle vernacular CHANORIKa, 
tion in the Burdwan Division. examination held in the Burdwan Division ques: °°" 
tions were set in the paper on Bengali from a ehapter of Charupath, Part ITI, 
which was not appointed to be read by the candidates, In the paper on grammar, 
also, out-of-the-way questions were set which could not be answered by 
those candidates who had read the grammar by Kali Prasanna Vidyaratna, and 
in the paper on history a question was set asking the candidates to give short lives 
of eight different persons. This last question took up a great deal of the time of 
the candidates, but only eight marks were allotted to it. 3 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


26. <A correspondent of the Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 24th November, Borpwan sanivam, 

pg baer es : says that of the 12 new lanterns which have-been Nov. 2th, 1891. 
gen _ s of the Kanigunge sanctioned by the Municipality of Ranigunge for 

‘pone gc ae lighting the streets, four have been put up at the 

gates of two influential Commissioners, two at each gate. The Chairman rarely 

goes out on inspection, and the affairs of the Municipality are extremely ‘mis- 

managed. No ticcadar has been obtained as-yet for watering the streets, which 

are consequently watered by municipal servants. And no streets excepting 

those in front of the houses of the Commissiouers.are: properly watered.. — 


HrravaDi, 
Nov, 28th, 1891. 


PrakKRITI, 
' Nov. -8th, 1891. 


BgHaR BANDHO, 
_ Nov. 19th, 1891. 


Som PRakKaSH, 
Noy. 23rd, 1891. 


NavaYuGa, 


Nov. 26th, 1891. 


BANGANIVASI, 
Nov. 27th, 1891. 


Samay, 
Nov. 27th, 1891. 


SaNSODHINI, 
Nov. 27th, 1801. 
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27. The Hitavadi, of the 28th November, says that the Lictitenant. 


vr | Governor’s Resolution on the Administration rt 
A an fan oe the of the Calcutta Municipality, shows that His Honour 
Calcutta Municipatity. is an impartial and careful critic. No official, high 
or low, can elude his keen eye. The report ought to have been submitted in 
the month of August, but it was, asa matter of fact, submitted on the 17th 
of September. And the delay has not been explained. The Lieutenant- 
Governor is not satisfied with the report. He wishes to see detailed accounts of 
everything and the smallest defect gives him displeasure. es 


28. A correspondent of the Prakriti, of the 28th November, says that 
The fre at Berripore and the either the Chairman nor the Vice-Chairman of the 
Barripore Municipality in the 24- Barripore Municipality in the 24-Pergunnahs, nor 
Pergunnahs. the local police, made any effort to put down the fire 
which recently broke out at that place. And though the Municipality has 
existed there for a long time, and fires frequently break out, still no fire-engine 
has yet been purchased by the authorities. ‘lhe Magistrate of the 24-Pergun- 
nahs is asked to keep a strict eye upon the affairs of the municipality. | 


(f )— Questions affecting the land. 


‘ 5 
, ack: gee 


29. The Behar Bandhu, of the 19th November, objects to the proposdd 

2 cadastral survey in Behar on the ground that it ‘will 

_ The proposed cadastral survey increase litigation of which there is already: 
in Behar. : , ‘ aay’ 
i much in the province... yee hae 
80. ‘The Som Prakash, of the 23rd November, praises the Chief Commis: 
Commistionerof Asam, ranting of loans for the improvement of agricul- 
ture. ‘I'he Chief Commissioner and the Deputy, 

Commissioner have been empowered by the Government of India to pent er 3 
up to Rs. 5,000 and Rs. 1,000 respectively. The resolution is a proof of the - 
Chief Commissioner’s large heartedness and love for his subjects. oe 


81. The Navayugs, of the 26th November, saysthat inasmuch as Govern- 


. ment, the ryots and the zemindars will all of 
ihe cedanient cenrey % Sees them benefit by the proposed cadastral survey in 
Behar, the expenses of the survey ought to be borne equally by each. of. the 


_ parties. 


32. The Banganivasi, of the 27th November, says that the good that the 
proposed cadastral survey will do to Behar isnot 
_ The propcsed cadastral survey clear, But its estimated. cost amounts to’ nearl 
in Behar. | ; y: 
two crores of rupees, almost the whole of which sam 
will have to be paid by the zemindars and the ryots. The writer thinks that 
Government has not done well by putting its hand to this work at this time. 
The proposed survey will only bring difficulties. The Behar zemindars are 
holding meetings at different places, and are protesting unanimously against the 
proposed survey. Government has got alarmed, and an explanation of the 
proposed survey has already been published in the Caleutla Gazette. But. this. 
has not allayed the excitement among the zemindars. No one can understand 
why Sir Charles Elliott has suddenly ordered this survey. 


33. The Samay, of the 27th November, says that the article headed “A 

: cadastral survey of Bengal” which was published in 
the editorial column in the last issue of this paper 
(R. N. P. for week ending 23th November, paragraph 31), was not written by the 
editor, but by a correspondent, and the editor does not agree in the views 


A correction. 


expressed therein. 


84. The Sansodhint, of the 27th November, says that the Commissioner of 


| Chittagong wishes to restore as many estates under 
7 Chittagong Court of Words. 44. Court of Wards to their owners. as he can, ‘and. 
not to take any new estate under the management of the Court. i po 
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... Increase of work in the offices of the Commissioner and the Collectors can be 
no good ground for the Government officials shirking an important duty of the 
State. If the work that the Commissioner and the Collectors have to do is too 
heavy, more officers and clerks should be engaged, but the duty should by no 
means be shirked. Government cannot well shirk this duty when it makes a 
heavy. charge for the management of estates by itself. The estates of Shibgopal 
Babu and Girindra Babu, which are proposed to be restored to the management 
of their owners, cannot well be so restored, as of both these estates there are 
minor owners along with the persons abovenamed, and as the latter estate is 
involved in a debt of more than 15,000 rupees. 

35. The Hitavadi, of the 28th November, has the following on the subject 

The proposed cadastral survey Of the cadastral survey in Behar :— 
in Behar. : It seems, from the Lieutenant-Governor’s Reso- 
lution on the subject of the cadastral survey in Behar, that the objects of. the 
survey are twofold. First, to get an accurate description as regards the area, 
extent,.and boundaries of every holding, jumma or mehal belonging. to the zemin- 
dar and the ryot, and, secondly, to collect correct information regarding the con- 
dition of any ryot or jotedar and the rent he actually pays to the zemindar. 
No one who reads the resolution can help praising the intention which Govern- 
ment has in this matter. But everything has two sides. And notwithstanding 
the explanation given by Government, and the hopes held out by it, the ryots 
and the zemindars of Behar still persist in their agitation against the survey. A 
monster meeting was held at Sonepore on the 15th November last, and the 
Maharaja of Durbhunga, who took the chair, protested against the survey in a 
well-reasoned - speech. A comparision of the terrible picture drawn. by.,the 
Maharaja.with the: hopes and inducement held out by Government leads:every 
sensible man .to the conclusion that the proposed survey is unnecessary. Never- 
theless, one cannot help admitting that the object which Government ‘has in 
view is a good one. The survey will determine the rights of the ryois 
unerringly, enable zemindars to ascertain their own condition, and Government 
to correct its accounts. But what will the result of the survey, which will cust. 
an immense sum of money, be? Litigation will ruin both z>mindar and ryot 
and the greedy amins will commit oppression on the ryots. And has Government 
thought of any means for preventing such oppression? Again, what measure 
does Government mean to take to rescue the ryots from the poverty into which 
they are sure to fall in consequence of the survey? It is a mistake to think that 
the proposed survey will yield correct account of the holdings, &c. Rich 
zemindars will bribe the amins, and by that means try to deprive poor ryots of 
their just rights. Thus all things considered, a survey is not likely to do any 
good, and Government should therefore give up the idea. It should also con- 
sider whether or notit would be. proper for it to undertake such a costly business 
at a time when scarcity.prevails in Behar. , 
 ' 36. The Prakriti, of the 28th November, hopes that Government will not 
ees “a Behar, Undertake a cadastral survey in Behar without first 
sean eee eae ew neeting the objection raised against it by the 
zemindars of that province. The prospects of the crops in Behar are not good 
this year, and the ryots will be extremely inconvenienced if they are made to 
pay the expenses of the survey this year. | 

37. Referring to the cadastral survey in Behar, the Saraswat Patra, of the 
28th November, says that when the people of Behar 
are unanimous in protesting against the survey, 
Government ought to withdraw the Resolution for the present. And the adop- 
tion of such a course may well be hoped for during the administration of such 
a ruler as Sir Charles Elliott. 

38. The Bangavast, of the 28th November, has the following about the 

The question of land revenue proposal to realize the land revenue in two instal- 
instalments. ments instead of four as at present :— 

The majority of the Bengal zemindars are not now in good circumstances, 
and on account of drought and flood rent is not satisfactorily realized any- 


The cadastral survey in Behar. 


where. If the land revenue has to be paid in two instalments instead of four, | 


the instalments will be heavier than at present, and many zemindars will find it 
difficult to pay them. If the proposal is, therefore, carried out, many zemindars 
of this poor province will have great difficulty in maintaining their zemindaris. 


HitTavabI, 


‘PRAERITI, 
Nov. 28th, 1891. 


SARASWAT PaTRA, 
Nov. 28th, 1891. 


BANGAVA8I, 
Nov. 28th, \§v1. 


Noy. 2ith, 1891. 


MEHERE MANUWAR, 
Nov. 28th, 1891. 


SANJIVANI, 
Nov, 28th, 1891. 


SANJIVANIL. 


Dacca PRAKASH, 
Nov, 29th, 1891. 


BuRDWAN SANSJIVANI, | 
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That we dare to say this is because we have witnessed with our;own-eyés the 

difficulty in which ‘the zemindars find themselves::when .a revenue: instalment 

falls due. Se ie eee a eee eae 7 
| (g)—Railways and communications, includi:g canals and trriyations. 


89. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 24th November, is: iow tovlearn 

| from the Sunjivant newspaper of the :.inhwman 

She Gages Sananes otee, conduct of some officers of the Simultala railway 

station on the East Indian Railway line (see R. N. P. for week ending 21st 

November, paragraph 44). The writer is anxious to see the matter investigated 
and the guilty parties severely punished, __ | — 

40. The M here Manuwar, of the 28th November, says that the passengers 

The Tirhoot State Railway ana On the Tirbout State Railway and the Bengal and 

the Bengal and North-Wcste-n North-Western Railway have to suffer great mcon. 

paaeway: venience from a small: number of intermediate ‘car 


. ‘ 5 + 


tiages being provided on those lines. ‘The number of such carriages.should be 
‘Increased. : oe eae 


41. The Sanjivani, of the 28th November, does not think suspension an 

: adequate punishment for the station-master of 
The starion master of Assensole. - 4 ..ensole, who insulted Babu. Nabin Chandra Baral 
and his friends. ee re Po te 
42, The same paper — from te — | + ed travelled - on .the 
ae ne 4th September last in the:mail train running ‘from 

Ry j vane Saal San Rail. Soaldah to Goalundo, that a Eurasian res the 
way. reserved carriage for females between Bagula.and 
Kissengunge and made water there. Upon his trying to g-t to the corner in 
which the womea had huddled themselves for fear of him, many of thom sereamed 
aloud. The train stopped at the next station, and the correspondent and _. other 


‘passengers went near the female carriage. In the. meantime the Eurasian 


had been arrested by a travelling Railway Inspector, who made him over to, the 
custody of the Guard. A Sub-Inspector of the Railway Police who was. travel- 
ling m the’ train came to the spot and demanded the Eurasian's.name. . The 
Guard told him that the man was known to-him, and thus dissuaded the :‘Sub- 
Inspector from making further enquiries. Shortly after the Guard came to the 
carriage in which the correspondent was, and earnestly requested the passengers 
not to publish an account of the matter in the newspapers.. The next morning 
the Guard came to the correspondent in the steamer and. asked him whether the 
Eurasian had insulted any female passenger. The correspondent replied that 
he was not prepared to say whether he had insulted any woman, but would 
like to know whether entering into the female carriage and making water there 
did not constitute a serious offence. ‘Thereupon the Guard said that he would 
report that no one had any accusation to make against the Eurasian. The 
correspondent replied that he could make any report he liked. The Munsif, 
Babu Mahendra Chandra Ghosh, and Babu Srish Chandra Roy Chowdhuri, of 30, 
Sootarpara Lane, Calcutta, were witnesses of the occurrence. 
The writer has learnt on enquiry that neither the Guard nor the Sub-In= 
spector made any effort to bring the Eurasian to justice, and that.the Eurasian 
touched, or tried to touch, the body of a woman. | | 
43. The Dacca Prakash, of the 29th November, publishes a table showing 
the number of miles of pucca and kucha road made 
by Government and District Boards in the different 
districts. of Bengal, Behar, Orissa, and Chota Nagpore. It is clear from this 
table that the district of Dacca, and aiter it the district of Furreedpore, are:the 
most backward in point of roads. In the district of Dacca, Government ‘has 
constructed only two miles of pucca road and the District Board only seven 
miles of pucca and 166 miles of kucha road! The district of Howrah is, it is 
true, in even a- more backward condition ; but though recently created a-district, 
it is, in point of fact, a part of the district of Hooghli. . The area of the district 
of Howrah is 476 square miles, which is one-sixth of the area of the district of 
Dacca, and its population is only one-fourth of the population of the district of 
Dacca. And yet,.comparatively speaking, Howrah her more miles: of. road :than- 
Dacca. Again, a large portion of the district of Howrah .1s included within: 
municipalities, and roads made by municipalities. have not. been included in. the: 


Roads in the district of®Dacca. 
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table réferfed to above. So, there can be no comparison in point of road length 
between tlie districts of Dacca and Howrah. The writeris at a loss to accoun 
for the backward condition of the district of Dacca in this respect. If it be ai 
that this is due to thé fact that Dacca is a lower district than Northern an 
Western Bengal, then the district of the 24-Pergunnahs, Khulna, Jessore, Burrisal 
and Noakhali should huve been worse off than Dacca in respect to roads. If it 
be due tu the smallness of the road cess collection, then the distriste of Maldah, 
Cuttack, Puri, Balasore, Lohardugga, Singbhoom, Bogra, Pubna, Julpaiguri, 
Darjeeling, Khulna, Murshidabad, &c., should have fared worse than Dacca. But 
as a matter of fact they fare much better in this respect. Will the District 
Board of Dacca answer the question? And how did previous local authorities 
answer the question? Mr. Lyall, the late Magistrate of Dacca, began the 
Manickganj road, and thereby exculpated himself in this respect; but the 
road in question has not yet been completed by the District Board. None 
of the members of the Board seem inclined to take accounts of the moneys 
which aré spent in road-making. Every one seems to think that his duty ends 
with giving votes in the meetings. None of the members have, up to this time, 
done any good to the people. Yt is true a proposal for constructing a tramway 
Ime here has been made, but considering the inexperience of the members and 
feelings of jealousy which divide them, it is not likely to be given effect to. 
All this shows that the people of this country are still unfit for Self-Goveriiinent: 
all the acts of the Boards have ténded to prove this. a 
44, The Som Prakash, of the 30th November, says that the advantages of 
i . _ railway extension in India have been manifold. It 
ome railway complaints, 


das equalised prices all over the country, shortened - 


distances, and created livelihood for a large number of the poor. But these 


advantages aré mixed with disadvantages of various kinds, which are created . 


chiefly by the cupidity and desire for dishonest gain of the peons, clerks, 
weighers of goods, and other railway servants. Take an example ortwo. A 
frain is expected to Icave the station within a few minutes, and passengers are 
hurrying in from all sides in order to catch it. But instead of making things 
assy for them, the small railway servants try to extort money from them 
under various —— The clerk is unwilling to grant receipts, and the 
weighér of goods is unwillmg to weigh luggage. Fear of losing the train 
compels the passengers to put up with all this inconvenience, and they therefore 
submit to the petty exactions of the railway servants ag a necessary evil.- In 
some stations one cannot get one’s things carried by his own men. They must 
be delivered over to the railway coolies for carriage tothe station shed, Station- 
masters are indifferent in the matter of removing these inconveniences. The 
Lieutenant-Governor is therefore asked to look to the matter. —_ oe 
45. The Gramvasi, of the 30th November, says that the wage in the 

| ate Rupnarayan embankment over the yampur 
el sede teller PS Genie bhal te the distelet of Howrah; hus item 
Howse istzteh. way. There is a hat near the khal, and thousands 
of people have to use the culvert. It should therefore be repaired without 
delay. The bridge over the canal at Atimosar near Bantu] in the Uluberia 
sub-division of the district of Howrah, has also given way and should be repaired 
at once. | 


- 
‘ -« . 


(h)— General. 


46, Referring to the Tour Resolution of His Honour the Lieutenant- 

Tins Tour Renntett Governor, the Sansodhini, of the 20th November, says 
LI ree that, until the authorities can know the actual state of 

the mofussil, they will be only groping in the dark so far as mofussil adminis- 
tration is concerned. But of what avail will His Honour’s Resolution, after 
all, be in this respect ? The very idea of coming in contact with the mofussil 
people is revolting to many of the higher excutive officers. And judicial officers, 
whether native or European, are more or less of the same type. When out on 
inspection in the mofussil, they either do their official business in tent, or take a 
round of ten miles or so on horseback, and submit.a report to Government based 
upon what they can gather either from the illiterate chowkidar or from the 
oppressive police and receiveinnumerable thanks from the Government for the 
report. But this, far from doing any good to the country, is calculated to do 


Som PRaKASH, 
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SANSODHINI, 
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NavayvuGa, 
Nov. 26th, 1891. 
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serious mischief. It is better that the Government should :takei: no, notice at.all- 
of what happens in the mofussil than that it should commit. blunders by ..acce 
ing as.correct the statements of the illiterate chowkidar and. the. oppressive’ 
olice. The chowkidar and the police generally write according to their own 
aor or views of things or by guess, and Government takes their statements to 
represent the actual state of things in the mofussil, and rules or legislates accor- 
dingly.. It is an open secret that as a result of administration of this order the 
sufferings of the people are on the increase. The only persons with whom the 
executive officers come in contact when out on inspection are the zemindars and 
the panchayet. But the doings of the zemindar and the panchayet are known to 
all, They never do a thing without a purpose of their own to serve thereby. | 
The fact is, the real state of the country can be known only from the pvor 
peasants by joining in hearty conversation with them. ‘They are simple men 
who will, if properly approached, pour out their hearts. It is they who suffer 
most,.it is on them that 2u.m is made, it is they who outnumber the rest of :the 
opulation, it is they. who proyide the country with food; and yet itis they that 
ave no. voice in the administration. ‘The,chowkidar, the zemindar, the: police. 
aid the.panchayet generally oppress the: poor’ and the: middie’ class;' either | 
singly or. in concert, and the latter, for want of money and men to‘help them, : 
cannot bring such oppression to the notice. of the authoritiés;' ©: 8 of ele n 
.. The, writer suggests, that an officer, when out on inspection, should have'a:: 
note-book with him in which he should record what low and middle class people: 


say-about the panchayet, the chowkidar' and the zemindar, about: oppression ‘by 


budmashes, about. the post office, about the police, about roads, &c. : In doing this, ': 
care should be taken not to disclose the indmes of those who will give such 
information, for, if their: names are divulged they will-bé very much oppressed” 
and Government- will no’longer get them to give it the information it wants.: ‘'. © 
47. The Som Prakash, of the 23rd November, prays-fot a.reduction of ‘the’ 
aa as PUR a pee vey pee money-order fee, from two annas to one anna in the: 
oney-oree Re, ease of five rupees and smaller sums: -The present’ 
fee of two annas.up to ten rupees makes people unwilling in many eases.to send 
by money-order petty sums like five rupees and smaller amounts. If the pro- 
posed reduction is made, the number of money-orders for petty sums will 
increase, leading to a. corresponding increase of the income of the Postal Depart- 
ment. ‘There. need be no fear that by the proposed reduction the Postal Depart-, 
ment will be cheated of a portion of its present revenue. It might: be argued,» 
for instance, that a man having Rs. 15 to send would make the remittance. by. : 
two.money orders, one for Rs. 10 and another for Rs. 5, and thus cheat the ‘post: 
office of one-anna. But thisargument, which might apply paripassu to post-cards,’ 
has been proved to be of no valué. Postal revenue has increased since the intro- 
duction of post-cards. And the same result might also be:expected to follow’ 
from the proposed reduction of the money-order fee. = — ree 
: | 48. The Navayuga, of the 26th November, has 
the following :— es ia 
There is a class of. rulers who look upon fuss and, 
noise as essentials of success, while there is another elass who do their work 
silently. Rulers of the first class begin their administration by inaugurating 
various changes and reforms, and produce within a very short time quite a. 
turmoil within their territories. Rulers of the second class are not so fond of 
outward show and noise. They do not introduce any change or reform hastily | 
nor do they threaten or rebuke their subordinates at every turn. They regard 
fuss and. noise as useless, and carry on their administration silently. Though 
rulers of the first class take their subjects by surprise or strike their imagination 
within a short time, their rule does not in the end prove beneficial to the latter. 
And though rulers of the second class do not, on the other hand, dazzle their sub-. 
jects within a short time and though their subjects cannot understand the. 
nature of their administration, still their rule proves beneficial to them in the 
future. So far as his acts and measures show, Sir Charles Elliott, the present 
Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, seems to be a ruler of the first class, From the 
very day he became Lieutenant-Governor, it has become Sir Charles Elhott’s 
chief aim, as it were, to do something new and special, and to make alterations 
in almost-everything. His Honour is, of course, a man of intelligence and. 
experience, who is anxious to do good to his subjects; but the means he has’ 


Sir Charles Elliott’s administra 
tive policy. he | 
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= to give.effect ‘to ‘his: wish dro not’ likely to ‘be successful and ‘will not do 

much good to the ‘vg of Bengal, who are suffering ‘froni'a niultitude of ‘evils. 

Many changes may be introduced, many new laws may be passed, and many 

old laws may be amended under his rule, and the officials under him’ may get 

rebuked at every turn, but it is not at all likely that his rule will prove bene- 

ficial.to the poverty-striken people of Bengal. Reference is then made to the 

order of the Lieutenant-Governor requiring Magistrates not to postpone cases 

if they can help it, and the following remarks are made :— , 
The order clearly proves the Lieutenant-Governor’s capacity for work, but 

the result which this order will lead to, and whether that result is one which 

should be desired or not, are points which ought to be very carefully considered. 

Already the Deputy Magistrates have to work hard from 10-30 aM. to 5 p.m. and 

sometimes till nightfall, Ninty-nine in a hundred amongst them take no tiffin . 

during court hours. This incessant mental work for several ‘hours every day 

proves ruinous to their constitutions, and so they die early of diabetes’ and other 

diseases. But if they are now required to work for several hours at night’ also 

in order to get. through their work, the hardness of their lot will ‘bécome ‘simply’ 

unbearable.:' »Again, mental: coolness and ‘steadiness of the body ‘is indispénsable® 

to.a satigfactory: performance of judicial work, and as it is wiipossible ‘to keep’ the’ 

mind cool and the body buoyant after sevéral: ‘hours mefital work;the abdve’ 

order: of ' the ‘Lieutenant-Governor' requiting judicial’ officers to ‘try: cases, if 

necessary, at night, will prove injurious to the mterest ‘of 4 good administration’ 

of: justice.» 1f this order is not cancelled,: the” courts in Bengal: will ‘béconie’ 

dwelling-places for: adharma (sin or injusticé), justice will suffer in ninety-nine” 

out: of a hundred:criminal cases, and: the ‘Deputy Magistrates will’ dié ' untimely’ 

deaths. Already: there has been a case proving this last result. ‘It is said that’ 

a Deputy. Magistrate in the district of Burisal has’ died’ an - untimely ‘death ‘in°® 

consequencs of: his having been engaged in: the ath ‘of ‘eases up to a late 

hour of the. evening... “If this rumour 1s true, who,;:‘O Lieutenant-Gavernor !,,is 

responsible. for the Deputy Magistrate’s death? -Your Honour should cancel 

this order; or the good name of your administration aid Englishmen’s reputation’ 

for.justice will suffer.” Ate Meas RIES eter ee OED Me ML Ge en een ar ee 

_.~ His Honour’s Tour Resolution is also very objectionable. The writer does 

not think that touring for four months in the year by Magistrates and Commis- 

sioners will: do: any good 'to'the people. Magistrates and Comimissioners go out 

on tour even now, but what. good has “‘beeii done by it? ‘Instead ‘of prévirg’ 

beneficial, these official tours often prove. mischievous, ‘inasmuch’ as when’ ‘the’: 

touring officials are out. hunting vor shooting, their -khansamas,: cooks,’ police ‘con: - 

stables, &c., commit oppressions on the villagers.’ And sometimes; undér orders’ 

from the Sahebs, Mee se women are forcibly’ brought into their tents’ for: 

immoral purposes—a fact which is within the knowledge of ‘the writer. “‘The~ 

real object of these tours is not gained;:‘The villape ‘people dare ‘iot‘ go‘to « 

the Magistrates and make their wants and- wishes known to them. .And even 

when they muster courage for the purpose and make their complaints known, 

nothing is done to remove them. If their complaints have reference to roads or 

tanks, the Magistrates, while going out for s:kar, cast glances thereat at their’ 

request, and put in a few words on the subject in: ther reports, ’ In this way, the © 

tremendous thing known as the mofusal tour 6f the Magistrate ends. These 

tours serve no other purpose than that of satisfying the Saheb’s love of sport 

and bringing additional money into their pockets. If, therefore, the Lieutenant- 

Governor has ordered these tours for the. convenience of the Civilians, the writer 

has no objections to make, nor would he have the power to make objections 

supposing he had any. He has shown that the common belief that these tours 

do: good is absolutely without foundation. He has also shown that good 

administration does not consist in fuss and noise, and that frequent changes 

and alterations are not the only way of doing good to the people. Unless the 

Lieutenant-Governor changes his present method. of administration, the writer 

will call him a fussy ruler, and not a ruler who is possessed of experience and 

foresight. . fh he ee bata ae tales 

49. The same paper says that from the very commencement of his rule Navarvaa, 

7 Sir. Charles Elliott “has raised acry’for retrench- . Nov. 26th, 1891. 

“8 ‘ment. : He is anxious-to reduce the: salaries ‘ of : the 

posts which are held by the natives ‘of’ the gountry, but he-has nothing to say in 
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regard to posts which are a monopoly in the hands of Englishmen. His propo: 
sal that the highest salary of an educational officer will not henceforward 
exceed Rs. 800 will be adjudged a good one if it is applied to all officers; Native 
and European, indiscriminately. And advantage should be taken of this 
reduction to reduce the salaries of the officers in all the departments. If the 
Lieutenant-Governor reduces the salaries of the Bengali officers under the 
impression that a Bengali can manage to live on Rs. 20 a month, the writer 
must say that he is very much mistaken, and that his knowledge of the Bengali 
is still very defective. All differences of pay ought to be based on the respon- 
sibility attaching to the posts in the public service and on the fitness of thé men 
holding the ‘same, and not on any other consideration. Cannot a Kuropéan 
District Magistrate do with Rs. 50U per month? Jf so, why does he draw 


Rs. 2,200? 


50. The Urdu Guide and Darussalianat, of the 27th November, says that 
Sir George Campbell created the office of Rural 
Sub-Registrar for the purpose of providing for 
Mussulmans iznorant of English. But it has now been ruled -that these posts 
will be divided between Hindus and Mussulmans in proportion to their numerical 
strength in the country. And many of these posts are now given to old and 
retired officers enjoying handsome pensions. 1f Sir Charles Elliott calls for a 
list of such Sub-Registrars from the Inspector-General of Registration, he wilt 
see how large their number is. “4 Bes, 

51. The Samay, of the 27th November, says that the tea-planters of Assam 
have done their best to throw dust in the eyes of 
Sir Philip Hutchins, and it seems that they are in a 
fair way of succeeding. Pleased with the reception 
which the planters of Cachar gave him, Sir Philip has told them that no change 
will be effected in the course of the next year, and that when any change will 
be effected, the opinion of the planters will be taken as to whether or not such 
change will be to their benefit. Will it not, in the meantime, be better for 
Sir Philip to learn the condition of the coolies from their own mouths and to 
take such steps as may be dictated by considerations of justice? It is hoped 
Sir Philip will submit an impartial report after a careful consideration of 
the case. 

52. The same paper is glad to note Sir Charles Elliott’s industry and 
promptness in the despatch of work. He keeps 
a keen eye upon the officers of every department 
under him. Since his elevation to the Lieutenant-Governorship he has made 
many tours in the mofussil, and-as he is convincéd of the beneficial character 
of these tours, he has maderules requiring his officials to make tours in the 
mofussil. The writer approves of these rules so far as they relate to officers 
other than District Magistrates and Sub divisional Officers. But rules relating 
to these latter officers are open to objection. . oo é 

53. The same paper says og age ame has teow the people out of 

. fear lest they should, in another emergency like the 

oe ere Sepoy ey. use arms against itself. Those who 


The Rural Sub-Reygistrarships. 


Sir Philip Hutchins’ coolie en- 
quiry. | 


The tour resolution. 


- wish to use arms have to take passes from the District Magistrate, and to pay a 


tax. ‘The Magistrates are nearly ali of them white men who are horrified to see 
weapons in the hands of the natives. And the sight ofa black nigger using 
swords and guns like Englishmen is intolerable to them. Hence so many pre- 
texts are made use of to refuse licenses for arms that arms of any kind are now 
rarely to be found in a district. (Government has thus gained its object, but the 
dangers of the people are daily increasing. For want of arms the number of 
sikaris in the country is Snintddine and the ravages of wild animals are in- 
creasing. The prohibition of arms is making Indians more and more timid every 
day. ‘The people have forgotten the use of arms-and are unable to defend 


themselves against dacoits. During the Egyptian War, the Prime Minister 


of England wrote to the Viceroy asking him how many soldiers he could levy 
in India within a short time. The reply was, very few, and those few not of an 
efficient kind. And the Governor-General was quite right, for the’ Arms Act 
is diminishing the number of those who can use arms. Disuse of arms for 
a long time uot only makes people forget their use, but also makes them nervous 
at their very sight. By emasculating the people, Government’ is making: 
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iteolf woak and is courting its own danger. Garibaldi, drove the. Austrians 
from Italy with the help of clerks and peasanta, but India, which is inhabited 
by warlike peoples like Sikhs, Mahrattas, Rajputs, &¢., cannot. furnish men 
who could be trained into an efficient army within a short time. Nothing could 
be matter for greater regret than this. | 
- 64. The Bangavasi, of ba ps ge ge says that oo question whether 
4 e charge of a village post-office can safely be 
eaten ‘epsumeaet village Post: made over to the pac to fn of the villag 7 is 
: now under consideration, Many are of opini 
that if this arrangement is made, work will be properly done at a small 
expense. ‘The writer thinks that this arrangement may do where the pressure 
of work is not heavy, but where the amount of postal work is large, there 
neither the work of the school nor that of the post-office will be properly done 
if the proposed arrangement is adopted. | 
_ 65. A correspondent of the Prakriti, of the 28th November, says that 
Se - oe = —— at erg within the 
A cholera hospital wanvec 49 She ~=Diamond Harbour subdivision of the 24-Pergunnahs 
a district, many of the Uriya coolies who i here 
from Midnapur in quest of service sometimes die of cholera on the road- 
side for want of treatment and shelter. It is therefore hoped that the authori- 
ties will soon have a place for the treatment of these cholera patients. _ 
~ §6. A correspondent of the same paper says that the = estate, within 
-- A Sub-Deputy Collector wanted the Contai sub-division of the Midnapore district, 
in a khas mehal in the Contai being now under the khas management of Govern- 
subdivigion. — ment, the work in connection with the registration 
of the names of owners, &c., cannot be done satisfactorily by one Deputy Magis- 
trate. Government 18 therefore asked to send a Sub-Deputy Collector there to 
help the Deputy Magistrate. _ | 
. 6%. “The Sanjivant, of the 28th November, says that ,it is not difficult to 
sa ggen ea ae make out why Government has been willing for some 
Gosdrnment's policy in regard time past to make over Buddha Gya to the Bud- 
to Badébs Gye. | dhists. If Buddha Gya is made over to Buddhists, 
a large number of people of that persuasion will come to that place of pilgri- 
mage from China, Japan and other countries. And that will first lead to 
friendship and alliance with those countries and next facilitate the establishment 
of British power there. Who can resist the temptation of using so easy a 
means of establishing dominion ? , ; 
- 58, The same paper suspected a political move in the temporary removal 
—_ en of Mr. K. G, Gupta from the post of Junior Secre- 
| eo ee tary of the Board of Revenue to that of Excise 
Commissioner. His holding the rscog? dns A of the Board was very unpleasant 
to many English Civilians. Sir Steuart Bayley brought him into the Board, and 
no one ventured to make any complaint on the subject during his administra- 
tion. The writer had hoped that during the, administration of Sir Charles 
Elliott, too, no race distinction would be made, but he sees he was mistaken. 
Mr. Gupta discharged his duties in the Board with great credit, and men saw 
in his elevation to the Excise Commissionership only a recognition of merit. 
But the writer had his suspicions about Government’s motive in giving him the 
temporary promotion. a { the eet of Mr. Buckland asa Secretary to 
the Government of Bengal, Mr. Gupta became, by his long experience as a 
revenue officer, entitled to the post of Senior Secretary to the Board of Revenue. 
But’ the thought was intolerable that a black Bengali should sit above so many 
English Commissioners and Collectors and also above an English Junior Secre- 
ed f So Mr. Gupta was deluded like a child with the Excise Commissionership, 
an 


has now been removed from the Board of Revenue. This is an act of grave 
injustice to Bengalis during the administration of Sir Charles Elliott. 

59. The same paper says. that, if the age rule is to be observed at al it 
| 3 should be carefully and strictly enforced in every 
“The age rule in the public danartment of the public service. It will be quite 
or another thing if merit, irrespective of age, is made 
the sole qualification for emplyment under Government. A lax observance of 
the age rule only results in ee 3 many conscientious men possessed of ablity 
from Government service, while men with no character enter it in numbers, 
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though above age. The High Court intends to examine the correctness of the 
statements of age given by candidates for munsifships, by calling for trust- 
worthy proofs of the age at which they passed the Entrance Examination. 
But many conceal their real age when they go in for the Entrance Examination, 
and this is connived at by the teachers whose own love of the emoluments which 
they receive for their service keeps them eternally under 55. Many conscien- 
tious proprietors of schools have to wink at this from a fear of losin 
students in these days of keen competition. ‘These are hard words, but trut 
compels the writer to utter them. This concealment of age may to a great 
extent be prevented by strict University rules on the subject. It is easy to 
conceive how great the moral degradation of that nation must be among whom 
school-masters connive at these deceitful practices of their pupils. Those who. 
can cast moral scruples overboard from motives of self-interest are capable of 
everything. Such men may not improbably disgrace the judicial bench. 
60. A correspondent of the Dacca Gazette, of the 30th November, asks why 
; . _ the outstill system, which is abolished from other 
The outstill system in the Tip- districts, is still allowed to exist in Tipperah, and 
. says that the outstill at Ujanchar in Tipperah is 
doing great mischief to the people of that place. The public will bless His 
Honour the Lieutenant-Governor with uplifted hands if he abolishes this outstill. 
61. The Gramvasi, of the 30th November, says that the Government rule 
requiring the publication in local newspapers of court 
ok aaa ofaGovernment gnd office notices, is often disregarded, and asks 
| the Howrah Municipality, the Howrah Board and 
the Howrah Courts to observe it. Such publication of these notices is some help 
to the newspapers, and the local authorities ought not to deprive them of that help. 
62. The same paper is really sorry that Mr. Fiddian, the kind-hearted 
Magistrate of Howrah, has been transferred, and 
Mr. Currie appointed in his place. Mr. Fiddian 
was very polite, courteous, affable and popular. He 
has not been here long, and one is at a loss to see why he has been transferred 
and Mr. Currie re-appointed Magistrate of Howrah. Mr. Currie was transferred 
from the district by order of the Secretary of State as a punishment for having 
kicked a Brahman. He, however, evaded that order by going to England on 
leave. Has the Howrah Magistrateship been given him as a reward for his past 


conduct? Or 1s it because he is a relative of Captain Currie, Private Secretary 
to Sir Charles Elliott ? 


Mr. Currie’s re-appointment as 
Magistrate of Howrah. 


JII.—LeEGIsuaTIveE. | 


Tis Consent Act agitation. 63. The Bangavdsi, of the 28th November, 
has the following :— 


(1) The horrible Age of Consent Act rends the heart. The galling pain 
which the Bill caused made the people to call meetings at different places to 
protest against it, but all was for the moment. Overwhelmed with despair they 
have given up the task as hopeless. With whom lies the blame? It is no 
wonder that Government should look down upon them as wily hypocrites after 
seeing this cowardly and inhuman conduct of theirs. . | 

The moment the Act was passed, every one became silent and the agitation 
ceased. Is there anything in the subsequent action of the people to show that 
they have been pained by the passing of this illegal Act, and that they feel that 
their religion has been seriously injured? Protests and things:of that kind are 
not heard of outside of the metropolis. The people of the villages will carry 
on their law suits, talk ill of one another, go about seeking their own interests, 
but will not bestow a single thought on the public good in which their own good 
is involved. If there had been. energetic effort on their part for a repeal of 
the Act, if the pain of the wound had retained its intensity in their minds, and 
if a thought about their religion had co-existed in their minds with their thought 
about their selffish ends, then there can be no doubt that by incessant weeping, by 
oe geste y by entreaty, by, in fact, one means or another, the mind of the 
ruler could have been changed. , | 

So stupefied are we that we cannot realise our true position. It is not easy 
for us, in these days of danger and difficulty, to shake off our stupor. The loud 
laughter of ridicule assails us from all sides, And piercing. sarcasm attacks us 
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from all quarters. We are everywhere received with hisses that discourage and 


_ claps that convey derision. And yet we are not able to shake off our stupor. 
Why then brag of your life and activity ? 


The dreadful javelin of the Consent Act remains fixed in our hearts, and 


we have become restless from the excruciating pain. Lifeless as we are, we can- 


not even venture to prostrate ourselves at the feet of the King of Kings, and to 
inform Him of our pain with tears in our eyes. Why do we then aspire to get 
political rights? Hear what the officials disdainfully say of us and of our 
agitation. Has any one the sense to realise the importance of these official 
remarks about the transient and unimportant character of the Consent Bill 
agitation? Whether any one has or has not the sense to realise it, we must sa 
that the Prabhus (rulers) are justified in saying what they have said after seeing 
our actions. | | 

(2) One shudders to think of the Consent Act. That we have not been 
able to let Government clearly know our feelings in regard to an Act which is 
calculated to revolutionize our society is because we are a very degraded people, 
And this is perhaps also the reason he the Act has been passed. We are firml 
convinced that if Government had known our real feelings about the law it 
would not have passed it. Since the law has been passed it must be obeyed. 
But we are convinced that we shall not be able to protect our religion 
if the law is not repealed, We therefore wish that an agitation should 
still be made against the Act. The Viceroy was not up to this time in 
Calcutta, and it was not therefore convenient to explain the matter clearly to 
him. Now that he has returned to Calcutta, everybody should tell His Ex- 
cellency the objection which he has to make against the Act. His Excellency 
passed the Act at the advice of ignorant men. And everybody should bear in 
mind that the Act may yet be repealed if His Excellency can be disabused of 


his error. 


1V.— NaTIVE STATES. 


64. The Suhachar, of the 25th November, says that the Maharaja of Cash- 
| Tansdowne’s Cashmere mere and his friends ought to be satisfied, for the 
oiiuauaae scownes wagemere present, with the arrangement which Lord Lansdowne 


as made in Cashmere. Of course, if Lord Cross 
had interfered in the matter, he would have restored the Maharaja to full power. 


The Governor-General has not, in this matter, fulfilled the wishes of the people 
of England. But the question 1s, considering the present circamstances, could 
Lord Lansdowne have done more than what he has actually done? In the 
opinion of the writer, it was a mistake to deprive the Maharaja of his, powers. 

he Foreign Office and the late Resident, Colonel Nisbet, were responstble for it. 
For some reason or other, the Governor-General thought that it was desirable to 
interfere largely for a time in the affairs of Cashmere. But now as the road to 
Gilgit has been completed and a fort has been consttucted there, Government 
has been able to give some power to the Maharaja. Still the question is, will 
this partial restoration of the Maharaja to power be followed by any bad 
consequences? ‘The Cashmere correspondent of the Statesman newspaper is a 
European. He has all along supported the Maharaja, and no one protested 
against his deposition more strongly than he. This man says that the 
Maharaja is very polite and kind-hearted, and that his subjects worship him. 
But he has one fault; he is completely under the influence of astrologers, and 
therefore fell into many errors. But it is not a small fault fora ruler. Of 
course, most of the charges which the Governor-General, at the advice of the 
Foreign Office, brought against the Maharaja were without foundation. His 
Highness was compelled to spend large sums at the request of Government and 
yet he was charged with having emptied the Exchequer by his extravagance. 
Nevertheless, it must be remembered that Cashmere is situated near the frontier, 
and a powerful ruler is required there. It is hoped that his past experience has 
opened the eyes of His Highness. His powers are limited at present, but who 
shall say that this state of things is one that will last for ever? He will be able 
to show his abilities under the present arrangement. Nobody can deny that the 
council has done, and is doing, much good work. But it is nevertheless not 
desirable that the Resident should interfere in all matters.. Considering all 
things, the writer cannot condemn Lord Lansdowne’s arrangement. It is hoped 
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that the Maharaja will show his abilities; and Government will then inereasé hig 
powers. Some British officials have been sent to Cashmere. If the work for 
which they were lent has been done, they ought to be called back. These officials 
have this fault: they get their salaries from the Maharaja, and yet they think that 
His Highness has no powers over them. ‘This causes much hindrance to good 
administratioa. The interests of good administration require that the restric-. 
tions upon the Maharaja’s power should be gradually removed. 7 Se 
65. The Samay, of the 27th November, has learnt from a paper published in 
Sylhet that the sceptre and’ umbrella of the ex- 
Maharaja of Manipur have been given to a Maho- 
medan zemindar of that place. . What is the mean- 


The Manipur seeptre and 
umbrella. r 


ing of giving away to a Mahomedan the insignia of royalty belonging to a 


Hindu Raja ? | ) Cane 
66. ~The Sanjivant, of the 28th November, says that'the real nature of the 
| . iia administrative arrangements made in Cashmere ‘has 

, Phe Kaenmere arrangement, = —§=— heen clear! explained by the Graphic newspaper. 

The sittiation.of Cashmere has cost her hee semi-independence. ‘T'he same cause 

has led to the ruin of Manipur and the same cause will cost Tibet, and Afghanistan 

too, their independence some day or other. Maharaja Pratap Singh had 
hoped that fortune would one day smile upon him; but an adverse fate has 
prevented this. Cashmere has now lost her semi-independence and is completely. 
under the control: of the English Government. Lord Dalhousie used: to annex 

Native States openly ; Lord Lansdowne has deprived the Maharaja of Cashmere 

of all sovereign authority without deposing him. The Maharaja’s soverei 

authority is like a body without a soul or a shadow without substance. Itw 


have been better if Cashmere had been completely annexed. And that is what 


will have to be done in time. The position of a subject is better than that of a 
Prince circumstanced like Pratap Singh. | 


67. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 30th November, has the 


The Vicaroy'’s speeghes ip the ee hat the V did .d hi 
‘wiweoe eee verything that the Viceroy did during his 
eeonitidnte. ee recent po homeah the Native States shows that he 
wants to see the Political Officers attached to the Native States, no matter whether 
the Chiefs thereof are minors or not, in the exercise of plenary powers, and that 
such a thing is in accordance with the present policy of the Government of 
India. Under the arrangement which has been made in Cashmere, the Resident 
has been, in a manner, made all in all. In Gwalior, which is ruled by @ minor 
ehief, the Politioal Officer reigns supreme. Sueh is also the case in Indore and 
ape which are ruled by chiefs who are not minors. In His Excellency’s 
Gwalior speech, not a word was said in praise of the late Maharaja Sindhia. 
The omission was probably: a wilful one, It was probably the intention of the 
Vieeroy to reconcile the people of Gwalior to the arrangements now obtaining in 
that State. It is the intention of Government to raise the political officials in 
the estimation of the people, and it is for this reason that their praise is sung 
everywhere and on every oceasion. And Lord Lansdowne has also sung their 
praises everywhere. It is desirable that the people in the Native States should 
be satisfied with the Political Officers attached to those States.. But instead of 
simply singing the praises of these officers, Government ought to see that they 
conduct themselves in a way which should secure for them the attachment of 
the pene of the Native States. It ought to see whether or not the people 
of Gwalior are really satisfied with the acts of the Political Officer attached 
to that State, The writer does not mean to say that the Viceroy made no 
such enquiry; he only means to say that as, in the course of his Gwalior speech, 
His Excellency said many things in reference to. the Maharaja and the State 
officials, so he ought to have made some reference to the Political Officer, thus 
giving the people of the Gwalior State to understand that he keeps a keen eye 
upon that officer too. The great mass of men know not how to think; they all 
believe that the Political Officer is all in all, and many of them think that the 
Political Officer can do anything he likes. And the fact is, the political officials 
often do whatever they like. . His Excellency should have, therefore, given the 
people to understand that the political official is not all in all, and that his duty 
1s pag A to advise the Chief and not to rule over him. So long as. the people 
in the Native States will nut understand this, so long their loyalty to their own 


a eee ee ee ee ne EEE 
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Chiefs will not be deep or firm. For how can they be truly loyal to their Chiefs 
jer oy see that their Chiefs are under the domination of the political 
officials ? | 
The Viceroy has shown respect to the Begum of Bhopal and highly praised 
her. But His Excellency knows how Her Highness was worried by Sir Lepel 
Griffin, and he should have given a hint, in the course of his speech, to the effect 
that he is not prepared to nT wicked Political Officers of Sir Lepel’s stamp. 
But His Excellency said nothing anywhere by way of warning the Political 
Officers. As some Anglo-Indian papers and one native paper have been for some 
time writing against the Maharaja Holkar, the assurance of support and good 
will which the Viceroy has given to the Maharaja has satisfied the writer. But 
even here His Excellency should have said something in reference to the 
litical official. ‘The Hoikar is not an incapable ruler, nor is he slow to humour 
the English. He has abolished taxes which are disliked by the English Govern- 
ment, and he is doing things which are liked by it. The Viceroy praised His 
Highness on these grounds, but forgot 1o discuss the question whether 
or not any of the acts of His Highness were approved or Tinameoved by his 
subjects. No reference was also made in His Excellency’s speech to the scarcity 
with which the Indore State is threatened. His Excellency should have, in 
the course of the speeches delivered by him in the Native States, dwelt largely 
on those topics which delight both princes and peoples. His Excellency should 
have explained to the people of every Native State that the princes were like 
gods to them and that the Residents were not, as a matter of fact, vested with. 
unlimited powers. It will be a different matter altogether, if it be the object 


of. Government to make the Political Officers all in all in every Native State.. 
If, however, it ‘is the object of Government to declare the Political Officers to. 


be simply friends and advisers of the native princes, and nothing more, -then 
the Viceroy must be admitted to have made a mistake, either willingly or. 
unwillingly, by not declaring himself to that effect in any of his speeches in 
the Native States, These speeches will rather have the effect of making 
people believe that the Politicals are really the Chiefs, and the Chiefs vo 
carry out their orders. And so long as this impression will remain in the minds 
of the people, so long will the obstacles to good government in India not be 
removed. God alone knows when Lord Lansdowne will understand this. But 
His Excellency must understand it sooner or later. It is true the princes and 
people of India are not dissatisfied with British rule; but why not increase 
their love and attachment for that rule? For things like love, veneration, &c., 
are capable of being increased indefinitely, The more these feelings of loyalty 


and attachment to British rule will be increased, the more will it be for the. 


good of the country. es oo. : 
_ 68. The.same paper says-that a thing which never happened before in a 


_- Hindu State has now happened in Rewa. A. 
The execution of a Brahminin Brahmin named Jhulanram has been recently hanged | 


— there. It has been so simply because Rewa is now 
under the protection of the British Raj. 


V.—PROSPECTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITON OF THE PEOPLE. 


69. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 24th November, says that the prospects 
of the crops in most places within the Burdwan 
Division are extremely miserable. Want of rain 
from the month of Ashwin has greatly damaged the crops in most places. On 
the high lands the crops are nearly all gone, while on the low lands too they 
have partially suffered. The lowlands’ outturn is likely to vary from six to 
eight annas. Nevertheless, if the amount grown in the country is not allowed to 
leave it, there will be no famine or scarcity. But the principles of free 
trade obtain in this country, and no matter whether the people die of starvation 
or not, Government will not dare to interfere with free trade. ‘he people 
would not have been troubled with the thought of scarcity this year if the 
amount of paddy grown last year had remained in the country. But the ryots 
have no part of the last year’s crops left with them, and as this year’s produce 
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will there be a good outturn of the crops this year. In Behar, too, the condition 
of the crops is not good. Famine and scarcity have broken out in different 

laces in the North-Western Provinces, and the famine in Madras is not yet over, 
God alone knows how people will fare this year. Stoppage of the exportation 
of food-grains is out of the question ; for the attempt to do so is sure to call 
forth opposition. But much good can be done by increasing the duty on this 
exportation. Government should take steps from this time to prevent the 
danger with which the country is threatened. 


70. The Behar Bandhu, of the 26th November, says that the reason why 

i ae there is chronic scarcity in India, in spite of its 

a remarkable fertility, is that food-grains are exported 

from here in an undue proportion. A howl is raised in England if a single 

death takes place there from starvation, but lakhs of people die of starvation 

in India without any notice being taken of the occurrence. Is not Government 
responsible for these deaths from starvation ? 


71. The Banganivasi, of the 27th November 
has the following :— 
| The present year must be pronounced a very bad 
one, Look where you will, the horrid spectre of famine stares you in the face, 
The. prospects of the crops are alarming everywhere. It is not Madras alone 
that. is afflicted with famine. Food is so scarce in Ajmere, Karnool and other 
places that the people there are living by loot and plunder. The’ condition of 
Bengal too is not good. The lowering shadow of impending famine has already 
darkened Dacca and other rice-producing distriets. But for all this the Lieute- 
nant-Governor is making his four, amusing himself with various entertainments, 
and with an easy heart. Government should be careful from this time, or it will 
find great difficulty in relieving distress. Peg ee 

—72.. A correspondent of the Prakriti, of the 28th November, says that there 
oer is absolutely no road to Rajarhat from the Hotar 

a road wanted in the Diamond Jailway station on the Diamond-Harbour line. 
| This causes much inconvenience during the rainy 

season. The members of the Local Board could not succeed in the matter, 
though they made repeated attempts. It is hoped that Government will look 


to the matter. 


73, A correspondent of the Bangavasi, of the 28th November, writing from 

Sonali in Purneah, says that the aus crop was not 
| satisfactory, and now the.aman crop too has been des- 
troyed by drought. There isalsono hope of the radi crop turning out well. People 

are selling their seed-grain. Already thereis distress inthe place. The Mahajans 

are importing rice from Murarui, Chatra, Nalhata, Ramporehat, Mallarpore and 

other places. This rice has to be sent on the East Indian Railway line and 

received on the Assam railway line. The mismanagement between Sahebgunj 

and Maniharighat is incredible. This inconvenience and mismanagement is 

delaying the importation of rice. No reply is received to telegrams to the Traffic 

Superintendents of Sahebgunj and Katihar complaining of delay. The corres- 
pondent draws the attention of Government to this matter. People are selling 

utensils and ornaments. The Collector came to the Toga indigo factory. He 

went out one morning with the planters, but no one knows what he did. 


Impending scarcity in the 
country. 


Distress at Sonali in Purneah. 


VI.—MiscELLaNneous. 


74. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 24th November, hopes that in considera- 
tion of the services which Jagat Seth rendered to’ 


ie dhe he PO Clive, Government will grant Babu Golap 
Chand’s prayer for pecuniary aid, | gees | 
75. The same paper has the following on the 
Ekadasi fast pocmal by Hindu widows :— 

It was in an evil moment that Hari Maiti committed beastly oppression on his 
wife Phulmani and thereby caused her death, It was in an evil moment that 
Mr. Justice Wilson, in passing sentence on Hari Maiti, indirectly expressed his 
opinion that the existing law needed amendment. It was im an evil moment 
that the law-member, Sir Andrew Scoble, brought the Age of Consent Bill before 


The Ekadasi fast. 


(| 1949) 


‘the Indian Legislative Council. . And it was in an evil moment that the Legisla- 

ture passed the Bill in the teeth of an extensive agitation by all true Hindus all 
over India, and wage J granted the desire of pseudo-Hindus, The favour 
received by them has induced these pseudo- Hindus to take the field, again, under 
the pretext of removing another grievance of Hindu women. The writer has no 
desire to discuss with these hypocrites the question whether or not the Ekadasi 
fast is enjoined in the Sastras; for it would be pure madness to argue with those 
who deny the compulsory character of the Sastric text which requires Hindu 
widows to observe the Ekadasi fast. | 


A Nirambu fast (fasting without taking even a drop of water) should be 
_ obsérved on the Ekadasi day (the 1Jth day of the moon). And those who can 

Observe a Nirambu fast on that day are deserving of all praise. It should be 
noted that whoever observes the Ekadasi fast, either in the Nirambu form or in 
the:form of refusing everything except fruits, roots &c., does so from religious 
motives and of his own free will. In Bengal nobody compels a Hindu widow 
to observe the fast. The Hindu widow observes it out of the priceless spirit of 
piety that dwells within her heart, out of the unfeigned respect and the un- 
shaken love which she bears for her departed lord, and from a desire to render 
him spiritual benefit. An adverse fate has denied her the happiness of serving her 
husband in this life, and she observes the Hkadasi fast in order that she may not 
be deprived of his company in the world.to come. She observes the fast 
voluntarily, and in a spirit of devotion to her husband, in order that he may ‘not 
come to any harm in heaven. There is no sort of worldly compulsion in it, nor 
is there in it the smallest cruelty, as is asserted by: hypocritical Hindus. It is 
true the fasting widow looks sad.and pale, but these hypocrites can form-no 
conception whatever of the exquisite bliss she enjoys in her heart of hearts by 
fasting for her lord in heaven. Parents are grieved to see the pale, lustreless 
faces of their widowed daughters, and the hearts of fathers-in-law and mothers- 
in-law break to see their. sons’ widows suffering the intense miseries of 
widowhood. And the man has no knowledge whatever of the Hindu household, 
who says that fathers, mothers, fathers-in-law, mothers-in-law, and other rela- 
tions of the Hindu widow compel her to observe a Nirambu fast on the Ekadasi 
day. _ It is contrary to the Sastras to take food or drink on the Ekadasi day, and 
it 1s for this reason that high class Hindu widows observe a Nirambu fast on the 
Ekadasi day of their own free will and without pressure from outside. Far 
from bringing any pressure on widows, their relatives, out of kindness for them, 
often forget the injunctions of the Sastras, and request them to take milk, 
fruits, sometimes even bread and dal, on the Ekadasi day; and widows in many 
Hindu families are now as a consequence seen to take fruits, roots, and 
even bread and dal, on the Hkadasi day. The charges of cruelty and oppression 
which these hypocritical Hindus, those false friends of the widows, are bringi 
against the relatives of the widows in connection ‘with the Fkadast fast, are 
absolutely baseless and fanciful. ‘T’hese men want to abolish the Ehadasi fast by 
drawing a false and fearful picture of it. And the object which they have in 
view in so doing is the same as that which influenced them at the time of the 
passing of the Consent Act, viz. the destruction of Hinduism by whatsoever 
means they can devise.. And in order to gain that object these men do not 
hesitate to ignore the truth and to give currency to false stories of wrong-doing 
and oppression. This, however, is not the first time they have acted in this 
manner. 


76. .A correspondent of the same paper says that, since the Durga Puja, Borpwan Sansrvamr, 
cholera has broken: vut at Raniganj. The outbreak Nov. 24th, 1891. — 
is due to the cuolie depédt within the town. Previous 

Magistrates did not permit the depdt to be located within the town; but as most 

of the proprietors of the depot are Europeans, the authorities now do not care to 

hear any complaint on the subject. There has also been an outbreak of a bad 

type of fever. The prospects of the crops are gloomy in the extreme, 


77. The Prithivi, of the 25th November, says that Babu Narendra Nath param, 
Pe Sen is right in observing that malarious fever has Nov. 25th, 1891. 

hen toe: depopulated half of Lower Bengal, and still rages. 

The fever has done incalculable injury, and floods have not proved a whit less 

mischievous. Fever and. flood have almost depopulated the country. Roads, 
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railways, canals and other things of that kind obstruct’ the free: passage -of 
water, and the depopulation of the country is duétothis obstruction. In Bengal 
theré is the Health Society and there are able irrigation officers. Why should 
we then suffer from floods and malarious fever? ‘There was a time when 
Calcutta was a very unhealthy place, and a hospital was established in it. But 
capital arrangements having since been made for the free escape of water and 
for a supply of filtered water for drinking purposes, fever, cholera and other: 
diseases appear with less vigour in Calcutta; and, compared with the malarious _ 
tracts of the country, Calcutta may be pronourced to be a sanitarium. If the 
attention of the Local Government is directed to the improvement. of the 
sanitation of villages and to the construction of bunds, the benefit that will be: 
derived will be simply inexpressible. The Lieutenant-Governor is desirous of: 
making suitable arrangements for supplying the whole of Bengal with filtered: 
water for drinking purposes; and if this scheme is carried into effect, Sir. 
Charles Elliott will gain immortal renown. But His Honour should not remain: 
content with making arrangements for the supply of drinking water ; he should. 
also improve the condition of the bunds or embankments. ‘Their improvement. 
will be attended with great. benefit to the country.. 
78. The Sahachur, of the 25th November, refers to the embarkation for: 
the Andamans of Kula. Chandra and other Manipur: 
itd fale” the ex-Maha- prisoners, and remarks as follows:—It brings tears. 
| | to one’s eyes to contemplate the condition of Kula. 
Chandra. So much insult to an independent rales ! Going on board. the, 
steamer, Kula Chandra became extremely sad and depressed ;: while the execu-. 
tioner, Dhan Singh, began a song. The highest and the lowest have been 
treated so as to become alike! ee : ao x 
79. The Navayuga, of the 26th November, says that Mrs. Grimwood, in 
her new bock on Manipur, has made no referénce 'to- 
the recent events there, and expressed no opmion: 
_on the persons connected with those events. This 
was probably due to a consciousness on her part that a reference to those eveuis 
would compel her to make many compromising disclosures about her country- 
men. ‘The book will sell well, and Mrs. Grimwood, who has hitherto been» 
honoured as a heroine, will now be honoured as an “ extraordinary ” authoress. 


80. The same paper has heard a rumour that, before leaving for Englard, 
Lord Lansdowne will enact a Press Act. This: 
rumour has been heard since the passing of the 
Consent Act. And as it has found credence among men of education and 
respectibility in the town, the writer sees no reasou-to reject.it as false. The 
prosecution of the Bangavasi, it is said, was the prelude to such an enactment, 
and the Government Counsel gave some hints about it in his speech in the 
Bangavast case. Government bas since expressed, in a separate Minute, its’ 
views on the Native Press. This Minute is now with Sir John Edgar. It’ 
contains the names of all newspapers, English and Bengali, which are edited 


Mrs. Grimwood’s book on Mani- 
pur. , 


Rumours of a Press Act. 


by natives, with the exception of Reis and Ruyyet, the Indian Nation and the 


National Paper. It contains the remarkable statement that Government should 
keep its eye particularly on those newspapers edited by natives which, in’ 
the name of the Hindu religion, are exciting national feelings in the country. 
This Minute, it is said, is the prelude to the passing of a Press Act. Be that as 
it may, if Lord Lansdowne contemplates passing such an enactment, let him do- 
so, for the protests of the Native Press on the subject will avail naught. 


81. A correspondent of the Banganivasi, of the 27th November, says that 

; _ poor cultivators of Gosain Durgapur in the Nuddea’ 

Melee + Gono Durgapur in district, suffering from malaria, are too poor to: 

pay doctor’s fees. It is therefore necessary that 

a charitable dispensary should be established at the place, or that a doctor 

should be at any rate kept there at the expense of Government so long as 
malaria does not cease to rage. 


82. Referring to the rumour that after his retirement from India, Lord 
___. * Lansdowne will be made Duke of Kerry, the Samay, 
Lord Lansdowne’s promotion in of the 27th N ovember, asks —Is this His Excellency’s 


reward for the Manipur business ? 
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88. The same paper says that typhoid- fever is now raging violently in 
Tephetd in Usleutid ond thee alcutta and the suburbs. At Howrah, Sibpore 
we. | and the surrounding villages people are dying of this 
ind disease in large numbers, What is the Sanitary 
Commissioner doing ? ‘eae : ge Ne ee | 
' 84. The same paper says that on the 25th November last, when the 
Manipur prisoners were being embarked for the 
. Andamans at Hastings ghat, Calcutta, an unexpected 
and heart-rending sight was.seen. Nearly all the captives were orthodox 
Hindus, and so at the time.of going on board the steamer they repeatedly bowed 
to the river Ganges and rubbed on their breasts mud taken from the river 
bank, and put some of it in the pockets of their shirts. When the guards ordered 
them to go to the jetty, they, with tears in their eyes, bade adieu to the sacred 
stream. Though the ex-Maharaja Kula Chandra, his brother Angasena, and 
the minister Usarva, were not handcuffed, they looked sad and in utter 
dejection. : re | : 
85. A correspondent of the same. paper complains of the prevalence of 
A charitable dispensary wanted malaria at Sibpore in the district of Pubna. There 
in a village in the district of is hardly a man in the village who is not suffering 
Pubna. _. from spleen and liver. The village Doctor, Purna 
Baboo, is a very kind-hearted man and treats. poor patients gratis. _If a chari- 
table dispensary is established in the village,-he will be ready to give it his 
services free of charge. Government's atténtion is drawn to the subject. 
86. The Sanjivant, of the 28th November, says that the conductors of the 
ee a Whirlwind, newspaper in England are only being 
Ae aaa alty in Engiang anc laughed at as madmen for holding public meetings 
| cae | with the object of proving that Queen Victoria has 
no right to the throne of England.. But Indians are proclaimed rebels if they 
even speak of the faults of the Indian officials. | oe 
- 87. Referring to the transportation of Maharaj Kulachandra, the Saraswat 
Patra, of the 28th November, says that a few days 
| ago the Raja was brought down to Calcutta and 
thence transported to the Andamans. The whole thing was secretly managed. 
When a man is hurled from a throne far down into a ‘hateful prison, it is 
desirable that he should move behind a veil of darkness and unseen by human 


eye 


The Manipur exiles. 
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88. The HMitavadi, of the 28th a ie wah —s that + ppv a has, one 
by one, made three distingul members of the 
oe ee , Mesos J High Court Saleen. Dr. Gurudas, 
Mr. Tilang, and Mr. Subrahmonya Ayer, have been made Judges of the Calcutta, 
the Bombay, and the Madras High Courts respectively. ‘These three men were 
like three pillars of the Congress. And though the movement has been some- 

what weakened by their secession, it has nevertheless gained in esteem thereby. 
89. A correspondent of the Bangavasi, of the 28th November, complains 
that the people of Bishenpore in Bankoora are 
suffering from malaria. Bishenpore has a popu- 

lation of 2,500, but there is not a single medical man there. 

| | 90. The Prakriti, of the 28th November, has 

chased duet the following notice of the late Lord Lytton:— 
Lord Lytton died of heart-desease on the 24th November last, in the sixtieth 
ear of his age. The writer does not grudge to show respect to the dead, but 
[ cannot forget the great injury which His Lordship did to the people of India. 
It is he who passed the Press Act to take away the liberty of the Native Press, 
and spent the proceeds of the Famine Fund on the Afghan war. Lord Lytton 
exasperated the people of India so much so, that no one can say what dire 
calamity would have befallen India if Lord Ripon had not been sent out as his 
successor. ‘The writer regrets very much that he should have to say such things 
on the occasion of Lord Lytton’s death. But there is no help forit. The 
people of this country have not yet been able to forget the deep injury which he 
id tothem. — | 
"= 91. The same paper has the following in connection with the Congress 
| movement:—Who has poured nectar into India— 
ire India, which has been trodden under the feet of 
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foreigners for centuries, which is even now bound by chains of subjection, and 
which, though peopled by 25 crores of human beings, looks like a smasan 
Saye Rg toc ? Who has brought about this new thing in India out of pity 

or her in her suffering? We were weeping on the roadside, looking quite 
forlorn and helpless, and who is it who wiped a our tear, took us by the 
hand, and showed us the real road to progress? Who isthe great man whois 
teaching the people of India, divided as they are into many sects, and professing 
as they do many religions, to taste the sweetness of unity? Let him bea 
foreigner and the follower of a different religion, he is an object of our respect 
and reverence. In the field of politics,in matters connected with a great 
gathering like the Congress, we should be always ready to respond to his beck 
and call. 

Under the auspices of English rule and through the influence of Western 
education, a new life has been infused into India in this 19th century. Who 
knows what would have happened to India if Englishmen had not been her 
rulers in these days of her decline? Since the establishment of their rule in 
India, the English have spread education freely, given out hopes of ruling their 
subjects irrespective of all considerations of caste, creed and colour ; and have 
been teaching the people the secrets of Western politics and doing them good 
in a variety of ways. That the people of India now see the beautiful sight of the 
Congress is simply because they live under British rule. The Congress is trying 
to do good to India in a variety of ways. ‘The increase of the age-limit for 
the Civil Service Examination, and the agitation which is now going on in India 
about the reconstitution of the Indian Legislative Councils, are due to its efforts. 
And there is not the least doubt that he is a matricide who is an enemy of such 
a movement. It is a matter for rejoicing that the number of these enemies 
of the Congress is very small in this country, for the majority of the people have 
realized the beneficial nature of the Congress. | 

ae tal 92. The same paper has the following :— 

eee eh The apathy of the Russian authorities in the 
matter of putting down the terrible famine which is now raging in Russia clearly 
shows the character of Russian rule. The famine-stricken people in Russia are 
feeding on wood, paper, rags, dead-bodies, &c., and are dying in large numbers; 
and far from taking steps to relieve the distress, the Russian Government has 
even refused permission to certain rich people of Moscow to form a relief com- 
mittee. In reply to this request, the Minister has said that any one trying to 
interfere in the matter will be arrested. Jt is rumoured that, after the death 
of a very large number of people, the Czar has come forward to save his subjects. 
But the Czar himself is not: altogether unconnected with the causes which have 


brought about this terrible calamity, for it is said that the persecution of the Jews 


is one cause of it. If the English Raj shows the slightest remissness in doing 


‘its ony in times of famine, its conduct is severely criticized in the press and the 
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English officials silently do their best to correct their shortcomings. But in 
Russia the condition of a section of the people who are aliens in religion is 
deplorable in the extreme. | 
93. Inan obituary notice of Lord Lytton, the Datntk-o-Samachar Chandrika, 
The late Lord Lvti of the 29th November, makes the following remarks: 
ytton. ° : ° 
Lord Lytton had to resign his Viceroyalty before 


the expiration of his term of office. If Lord Lytton had lived in the days of 


Burke and Sheridan he would have been put to even greater trouble than Warren 
Hastings. Though Lord Lytton was a Viceroy of this type, we still mourn his 
death. One who has not expiated his sins in this world 1s sure to be severely 
unished in the world to come. Jt is this thought which makes us sorry for 
ord Lytton. But we are pleased at the same time that a lesson has been given 
in Lord Lytton’s career to the British nation at large,tothe British Parliament, to 


British statesmen, to British Premiers, and also to those who have come out to 


India as Viceroys after him. There are many in England who are wise enough 
to take a lesson from the errors of others. 
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